

















@TOURIST OFFICE

In the cellar of the Belfry e : info

about accommodation, museums

and guided tours. Free toilet. New

location from end 201 1: Oude Vismijn

(‘Old Fish Market’), Sint-Veerleplein 5,

opposite the Castle e

* From |5 March to 14 October 201 |:
open from 09:30 to 18:30.

* From |5 October to 14 March 2012:
open from 09:30 to 16:30.

* Check www.visitgent.be for more
museums and opening hours.

OPENING TIMES

* Museums close on Monday, but the
Cathedral () and the Castle (D)
always stay open.

* Most bars close on Monday.

* Student bars (in the south of Ghent)
close on Sunday.

* Most shops are open Monday to
Saturday from around 10:00 to 18:00.

* Most restaurants stop serving food
at 22:00 (in Belgium people eat
early). After that: Q

PUBLIC TRANSPORT
Ghent is small enough to do on foot,
) but tram nr. |

is handy between the station and the
historical centre. € 1,20 for a ticket

from a machine (at the tram stops), €
2 for a ticket from the driver.

WHAT’S ON TODAY?
* WEEK-UP = free weekly
agenda (in Dutch) for concerts,
movies, exhibitions and parties.
* WWW.GRATISINGENT.BE
= daily agenda (in Dutch) for
FREE live music, exhibitions

or by bike (see:

and festivals.

FREE (JF)

() Simon Says

@ Spijker
@) Graslei area
) Huize Colette

(%) Faja Lobi

6 Boho

@ Vooruit

——
e
_—

e Studio Skoop

FIVE 1€5 °

Amandus from France tries to bring Christianity to Ghent, but we throw him in the water.

becomes big business, with ships going as far as
y of London is peanuts in those days.

629
He insists and builds Sint-Pieters abbey

1100 Trading cloth and corn at the harbour
North Africa. Compared to Ghent, the

1180 The rich guys from Ghent want too much independence, so Count Philip builds the castle
e not to keep out invaders, but to keep an eye on the locals.

1432 Hubert and Jan Van Eyck finish the last hair on the Adoration of the Lamb e

1500 Emperor Charles V is born near 6 Hurray for Charles!

1540

Damn Charles! The local noblemen don’t want to pay the high taxes, and Charles humi

tes

them by letting them march in their underwear with a rope around the neck, as if they

would be hanged. Today, the little rope is s

a popular Ghent souvenir

(don’t ask why).

1800 Thanks to a thief, the industry booms. Lieven Bauwens steals an English spinning machine
(very new technology at the time) and starts using it in Ghent. In no time thousands of

people work in the cloth factories.

1877 First Belgian Socialist Party founded in Ghent, to come up for the rights of the starving
factory workers. The socialist ‘Palace for the People’ e opens in 1918.

1913

town to attract more tourists for the World Exhibition. See e for example.

1963

Ghent becomes medieval. City marketeers realize that they have to clean up the inner

Turkish men come to work in the textile industry, where not enough locals want to do the

night shifts anymore. Today, their children and grandchildren are still the largest group in

town with foreign roots.

1969 After long boring years when everybody preferred to go to the sea in the summer, the new
Ghent festival is kickstarted by long-haired scum on @

1999 No more cars allowed on Graslei

. Old hairy Ghent has discovered its tourist charm,
and it becomes more and more difficult to drive through the centre.

50 better come on weekdays after 18:00 (open un
the weekend. € 5 to swim. Afterwards, have a walk around the
'Portus Ganda' area: when it gets too crowded on the Graslei
e‘ locals come here to enjoy the summer sun.

Loeal Lip !
75 CRAZY ART BEACH

MARLIES (27) “From July 16th
2011, Ghent wi have a real fake ,
beach! At DOK, a bunch of young artists, pirates and othe

freaks will take over this old part of the harbour. We're sti
brainstorming, but there's a good chance for wacky wake-up
aerobics, a fake whale exhibition, a spraying cat serving
as a beach shower or a drink in a seat made out of sur
(fake crab). After summer parties and exh

CHEAP STUDENT CLUBBING
(Fri and Sat) There's not too many real clubs in Ghent,

but CULTURE CLUB is a very good one. There's two rooms, so
if you don't like the deejay, just dance to the next room. Styles
vary from night to night, so it's best to check the website to see if
there's anything on for your taste. 1st and 3rd Thursday is Student
Night: cheaper drinks and only € 5 entrance. But don't forget your
student card, or you won't get in at all. (www.cultureclub.be;

VINTAGE SECRET

KAREN (21) "HOUSE OF
VINTAGE looks a bit shabby, but in fact own-
er Bashrat has a goldmine of vintage clothes and shoes.
He supplies all those hip vintage stores in town. If you
don't find what you're looking for, just ask, because
there's more than you can see. There’s even a special
shoe room in the back: girls get ready to freak out. Other
shopping hotspots: streetwear around 73, more vintage in
@ and around @ and @.vows boutiques around &

2an MAMMA'S KITCHEN s H
= DAMIANO (28) “I love this city, but &
now and then every Italian misses Mamma, <
of course. Anamaria at LA VITA NOVA is a good
substitute-mom: she serves good and honest Tuscany food
and sings while preparing it. Menu depends on what she finds
on the marketplace that day, so go along with what mamma
suggests - you don't ask your mother for the menu, right?
Unfortunately it's pretty pricy for budget travellers: at lun

ime pasta is € 9,50 and it's more expensive in the evening’

GO SWIMMING!
(Every day) One of the oldest and most beautiful pools

in Belgium: VAN EYCK. Swim on your back, because the art-deco

ng is really worth it. The pool is often occupied by schools,
22:30) or in

AFTER-COW BAR
(Mon - Sun) HET GOUDEN HOOFD used to be the

bar where all the farmers drank their beer after their cows
were sold. No more farmers to be seen, but the owners still
cherish the past. You can still see the Van der Perre corner, where
the farmers could deposit their money. Small spaghetti: €6,50.

BULLET HOLE BAR
FABULA RASA used to be known as the bar with the

bulletholes. Gangsters trained their muscles in the cellar and
drank their beers upstairs. Now it's just peace, love and croque
monsieurs in this beautiful area along the water.

24 / 24 SNACK-BAR
(Always) Snackbar ‘T HOEKSKE is always open, and that's
quite unique in this small town. Sandwich: € 2,75 / pasta: € 8,25.

0 HIP & SECONDHAND

W% (Tueto Sat, in the afternoon) BOOMERANG is a necessary
top for secondhand shoppers. Frangois sells cute shirts, skirts,
boots and some vintage, with a good selection for men too.

THE MOST BEAUTIFUL TREE
We love it! If you like this g

map, take a picture of yourself

when you kiss the tree and post it to

www.facebook.com/USEIT. Wi

you back!

SAVED JAPANESE CHERRIES

Cars racing to the left? Check. Cars racing to the right?
Check. But still, sitting on the bench in this mini-park is a zen
experience. There were plans to remove the Japanese cherry trees,
but in 2010 a petition was signed by 7000 Gentenaars, to save
this weird little park. And guess what: the park can stay!

MAPS & TRAVEL GUIDES
(Mon to Sat) ATLAS & ZANZIBAR sells hiking maps and
travel guides for the rest of your world travels.

92 JEU DE BOULES

SARAH (26) “Aah Sunday! When I'm
able to get out of bed, you can find me under
the fruit trees in the lovely hidden gardens of the SINT-
PIETERS-ABBEY. Most of the time there's quite a few stu-
dents there, but no one’s acting over-excited. No frisbees
flying around, here. At night, the action moves over to the
square, for some jeu de boules. This is the only jeu de boules
place in town that’s lighted all night long, so it can get very
late, very quick, at least when you're winning! If you can't
find a toystore to buy some cheap balls, come over and ask
us if you can play along. Bringing some alcohol from the
nightshop might help."

COSY SOFAS

(Mon to Sat) In 2010 GEUS VAN GENT won a local poll for
best bar in town. This well-hidden place is made up of living rooms
with comfortable sofas, golden mirrors, many grandma’s tables
and one pool table. On Wednesday and Sunday night, Ghent's
music students gather here for a jam session. In 2010 Leonard
Cohen and his band even came here to jam.

BIKER'S NIGHTMARE
Every stucent on a bike knows it 's suicide. Half of the cobble-
stones in this downhill street are loose, and it's damn slippery in winter.

FRIES FROM JULIEN & PETER

(Every day) Belgians eat fries on the craziest moments.
And we absolutely need them when we're drunk. At DE GOUDEN
SATE ('The Golden Meatstick) that's never a problem. Fries every
day from 11:00 in the morning until 07:00 in the morning. If you
want fries on any other moment you may have a drinking problem.

STUDENT STREET

There are over 65.000 students in Ghent. And there's
32 student bars in the Overpoortstraat alone. If you want to see
drunk students crawling over each other and dancing on the
g: come here on a Thursday night. On Friday night they
return to their mommies to recover from the hangover.

METAL, PUNK, BREAKCORE & DUBSTEP
(Every day /€ 0to € 10) FRONTLINE / STEEGSKE is the place
to be if you like it hard and heavy! Legendary in the Belgian metal and
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TURKISH PIZZA

Some say it's AKDENIZ, some say it's GOK, some
say GOK 2, some say GULHAN: every student has his
favourite but you can never go wrong with any of the
cheap pizzerias in the Sleepstraat. The menus are full-
colour, and what you see is what you get (you'll pay
around € 7,50 for a meal and the typical salty ayran
drink). This street is the heart of Turkish Ghent, with
a noisy soundtrack of jingling trams, yelling children
and pimped-up BMW's. It's always alive except in July
and August, because then many go on a holiday to Tur-
key, usually to their grandparents’ birthplace Emirdag.
It is from this small city that almost all the first Turkish
immigrants came in the 1960s, to work in the rough
textile industry of Ghent. Today, some guys of the third

generation speak with a better Ghent accent than most
locals.

MORE TASTE LESS ALCOHOL

Have a look at the illustrations above the bar: HET
VOLKSHUIS used to be a hardcore communist bar. Now,
instead of politics they specialize in very tasty special beers
that are not too alcohol-heavy. The slightly alternative crowd
come here to drink Arend Trippel (€ 3,20) or Taras Boulba
(€ 2,80). Get equal taste, but get drunk slower!

¢
4 3] <<MUIDEBRUG>>

BOATS + SEAGULLS

Your tram just passed an old part of the harbour (on
the left), with old-style, romantic-looking canal boats now
serving as houses. From the bridge you can see the
Handelsdok, another old harbour dock. Just walk there,
dangle your feet over the edge and take a deep breath.
Hmm, the wonderful harbour smell: diesel and seagull-
sweat. Don't expect any big tankers, because the real Ghent
harbour action has moved even more up North.

@ IRON MUIDE

The neighbourhood called ‘Muide’is an old workers’
neighbourhood that hasn't changed much over the years.
Specialists say that even the accent here is still different
from the regular Ghent dialect. Young alternative cou-
ples with money are slowly moving in, and in a couple
of years they will probably replace the old residents and
immigrants. Right now, the area is still quite rock 'n" roll,
and there is no better place to try it out than in a bar. Just
cross the water and go have a € 1,30 beer with the locals
at CAFE VIKING, one of the most authentic bars in Ghent.
You'll be the only tourist here. (cross the bridge / follow
Muidepoort / turn right at Pauwstraat / Viking is at the
roundabout)

e

city and the 600 women living here had to move to a new
beguinage (right behind Dampoort trainstation). The old
surrounding walls have disappeared now - only a few streets
like Provenierstersstraat still show the old structure and
the small doors. Some of the houses here are in a very poor
condition, and sometimes a house gets ‘accidentally’ broken
down by an owner who doesn’t want to pay for expensive
renovations. But the grass behind the church is still a favorite
chill-out spot for people from the neighbourhood.

<<ROZEMARIJNBRUG>> K(§
\\-

CITY SHEEP

(only in summer) See the sheep? They're official
employees of the city. The slopes next to the Coupure canal
are so steep it's just easier and more ecological to let the
sheep do the hard work. Let's just hope they don't fall over
when the tram makes too much noise.

VEGETARIAN FRIES

(Mon to Fri) Fries are potatoes, right? So fries are
vegetarian, no? Actually not. Real Belgian fries are baked
in animal fat. But here, at FRIETKETEL, they are baked
in vegetable oil. Lots of vegetarian snacks - there's even
vegetarian 'stoverij' (meat stew): if you tell that to any local
outside this place, they'll say you're crazy.

HORTA'S FIRST HOUSES

Even the locals don't know it, but the famous Art
Nouveau architect Victor Horta was born in Ghent in 1861.
He even built three of his first houses here, on street numbers
49, 51 and 53. Of course, he was just warming up for his
bigger projects in Brussels, but still, people should know!

TWISTED ELBOW

The name of this street, Krommenelleboog, is
literally “Twisted Elbow’. Other funny names are: Paradijs-
zak (Paradise Bag), Zonder-Naamstraat (Street without
a Name), Straatje Zonder Eind (Street without an End),
Pekelharing (Pickled Herring), Kwaadham (Angry Bacon)
and Verlorenkost (Lost Food).

<<BIJLOKEHOF>> )
(@Y

POPCORN AND ROBOTS

(Mon to Sat) The slogan at DE ROBOT = Beer -
Fastfood - Rock & Roll. And Robots of course... Sit down
between the art students from the nearby academy and have
a burger +salad (€ 6,50) or some popcorn (€ 1). Yeehaw!

ARTY HOTSPOT

The Bijloke used to be an abbey that functioned as
an hospital. After many years of restoring this site gradually
became the centre of creative education. The big building
hosts the Ghent Conservatory, Opera-studio, Ghent Mu-
sic centre, our world famous dance company Ballets C de
la B, and the KASK arts academy. KIOSK hosts changing
i :
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