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US WITH YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF BRUGES HISTORY.

Arrival of the first trade fleet from Genova (ltaly), making the harbour of
Bruges the most important link with the Mediterranean Sea.

Big fight with France. A whole regiment of French soldiers gets murdered in their
sleep. (When you're used to being rich and peaceful, you have to be smart.)
Opening of the Stock Exchange in Bruges close to €f) . The Stock Exchange is
the most sophisticated early capitalist business in Western Europe.

Memling paints the shrine of Saint Ursula 6 . By now, Flemish painters have
set the standard for European painters with their impressive eye for realism.
Mary of Burgundy falls off her horse and dies. She is buried in e

The harbour of Bruges is now useless because the connection with the sea
has turned into sand.

and 1700 and 1800: Bruges falls asleep.

Bruges wakes up. The popular book ‘Bruges la Morte' describes the city as a
dark, poor and ugly place. Locals are not too happy with this, but tourists see
some romance in it, and start visiting Bruges more and more.

Bruges builds a new harbour a bit further, called Zeebrugge. During World
War |, the Germans try out the first generation of submarines there.
Firstindependent hostel in Bruges, run by a few hippies with a documentation
centre. There is no way to stop young travellers anymore.

The movie 'In Bruges’ wins an award for best scenario. Quote: "If | grew up
on a farm, and was retarded, Bruges might impress me. But | didn't, so it
doesn’t.” Colin Farrell calls Bruges “a shithole”, but the movie attracts only
more tourists. Just like in 1892!

A giant naked doll by artist Pawel Althamer floats above f) and gets
destroyed by a storm.

18:00). € 4 for a spaghetti / € 6,50 for a _.3__@.‘_.3_2 big one.
But don't come here with a group of five to order one small
spaghettit We don’tdo that in Belgium.

ICE CREAM

(Every day / closed in winter) If you want to get
something chilly on a sunny dag go to DA VINCI for the best ice
cream in town. Fererro rocher, zupa inglese, bacio,... all these
tiavors will make it a hard choice but you can always ask to
taste before buying. And if you can’t choose just buy them all.
Enjoy your ice cream nearby on Het Muntplein, a small square
just around the corner.

THE TRAITOR'S SKULL

Today, nothing is left from the medieval fortifications in
a circle around Bruges, except from the four gates (poorten)
that you see on the map. At the SMEDENPOORT, you can see
how the defensive walls were made in the Middle Ages: two
canals and two sand walls (now the grass area). The sand walls
were made to catch cannonballs. This way, the city was very
hard to take, unless if a traitor opened the gates at night from
the inside... like that guy in 1688 whose skull is still hanging on

the gate today (well, actually it's a bronze copy).

@ SATURDAY MARKET
Same as @ but on Saturdays and larger.

LOCAL CIP

included an original medieval tower in his neo-Gothic design.
Feel free to enter, but keep it quiet.
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47 ART SQUAT
MARKUS AURELIUS (22, a

and er): “Come and join me and

my friends at our DONKEY KOLLEKTIEF

ROMANTIC COURTYARD

(Mon to Fri /9:00 - 12:00 and 14:00 - 17:00 / Free)
a place to bring your darling. Don't be afraid to ring the
bell, ene of the nuns living here at HOF BLADELIN will come
and open the door for you. Behind this door lies a beautiful
small medieval courtyard, that used to be the property of the
rich and famous Htalian family De Medici in the 15th century.
The museum is open on appointment only, but really, it's the
garden that you want to see. Now give the darling a sweet kiss.

CHOCOLATE OBAMA
(Every day 10:00 to 17:00 / € 7) Chocolate shop,
chacolate shop, lace shop, chocolate shop... If you just can't

Met steun van de 4>
Viaamse overheid

BRU
GG

. 60 THE POOR AND THE SICK
ROELAND (24, hard work [
want to escape the busy city centre
to relax on the bench
> 'Godshuizen' are white houses
starting from the 14th century. They were built centuries
ago for

get enough, go visit the CHOCOLATE MUSEUM and learn
about chocolate, starting with the Mayas a few thousand years
ago and ending with a chocolate duck for € 5 in the gift shop.
The masterpiece: a lifesize chocolate Barack Obama (520 kg!).
tis forbidden to eat the president.
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MODERN BRUGES
In 2002, Bruges was the cultural capital of Europe.
That's a bit of a problem if all your attractions date from
the Middle Ages. So, for € 20 million, Bruges got this new
CONCERT HALL. For some people, it wasn't easy to get
used to the sight of modern architecture in Bruges, but by
now everybody loves the building. Take the elevator for the
panorama and te experiment with sounds of old clocks, a giant
sound-mushroom and touchscreen in the SOUND FACTORY
exhibition (Tue to Sun / 9:30 till 17:00 / € 1 under 26 / €6).
From here you can see (among many others) 9 i e
and e . Too bad that since 2002 modern urbanization has
come to a stop. We got this concert hall and 6 , and then
someone must have decided we were modern enough, because
not much else has come since then.

BEER TOUR

(Every day / Lunch / Tours between 11:00 and 16:00
/€ 6.25 with Bruges card / € 6,50) Strong Hendrick is back in
town! The family brewery DE HALVE MAAN is the only active
one left in Bruges. Straffe Hendrik (= Strong Hendrick) is the
pride of the house: a killer beer with a high alcohol percentage.
For a few years, the Straffe Hendrik had been taken over by
other breweries who shamefully changed it to 6° alcohol, but
in 2008, the family was able to get our Hendrick back, and he
is now back to his old strength of 9°. Visiting the brewery is no
waste of time, if you're interested in beer. There has been an
active brewery here since 1546, so they know how it goes by
now. One Brugse Zot beer (6°) is included in the price, but if
you can't get enough, try the beer soup (1) for € 5.

using old fabric she finds on fiea
second hand shops. Hurray for Min

HOLY BLOOD

very day / April to 14 October 9:30 to 12:00
and 14:00 to 17:00 15 October to March: 10:00 to
12:00 and 14:00 to 17:00 / free) The main attraction
in the HOLY BLOOD CHAPEL is, as you might have
guessed, the Haly Blood. The cylinder was taken on
a crusade to the 12th century, and true
d with Jesus' blood. Every
day, the shiny cylinder is taken out of its safe and put
low to be worshipped. For the exact hours of
the ceremony, check the list at the entry. True believers
are convinced this is the moment when the blood
miraculously changes from fixed to fluid. Scientists,
on the other hand, established that it's a matter of
temperature changes. On Ascension Day (May 17th,
2012), the holy relic is the centre of attention in the
Holy Blood Processi ig folklore event in which

most of us used to walk when we were kids.
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e the guy you drank beer with yesterday night? And
check how a hospital room looked like in 1778 on the
painting by Jan Beerblock. Creepy!

SUGAR MASTERS AT WORK

(Wed to Sun / Live candy pulling in the afternoon)
The two young guys at ZUCCHERQ make funky lollipops
and candies, but they use techniques that even grand-
mothers in Belgium had forgotten about. That's why they
fun to watch,
because the candy has to stay in good shape and they can't
stand still for a sec. Ask about the old-fashioned "anijsbollen”
made with a machine from the 1920s.

€4) The
‘Madonna with d Bruges what Mona
Lisa is for the Louvre in Paris. It's one of the few

Michelangelo statues outside Italy and we're
proud to have e CHURCH OF OUR LADY
(Onze Lieve Vrouwekerk). Look at the hiphop-sign
the Madonna makes with her right hand: that's
Michelangelo’s signature

JISSY1I 1SIHN0L

THE OLD PALACE

(Tue to Sun / from 9:30 till 17:00 / € 1 under 26
/ € 6) The old palace of GRUUTHUSE is a mishmash of
silverwork, tapestry and some torture instruments from the
15th to the 19th centuries. The name comes from the rich
family that used to live there. The Gruuthuses were real
aristocrats: their house had a private entrance to the church
next daor, so they did not have to come into close contact
with those smelly normal people on Sunday morning.

LocaL te

"My favoritt museum in
the CROENINGE MUSEUM

are painted ly. Have a
the letters in

€1 under 26
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GET NAKED FOR CHOCOLATE

(Every day) How would YOU like to see your old
aunt and fat uncle walking naked around town? Right.
That's what the American artist Spencer Tunick did to us
in 2005. He got 2.000 men and women to undress for
pictures in the Vlamingstraat and the opera house. No sexy
models, just regular people of all sizes and ages, walking
naked in medieval Bruges. To hide some of the Belgian pale
skin, Spencer also covered a few people in liquid chocolate
which he got from the CHOCOLATE LINE. Here, you can
still buy chocolate paint (brush included). These guys also
produce tobacco and wasabi chacolate, chocolate lipstick
and a chocolate sniff box (which was first ordered by the
Rolling Stones).

e e e e e e

like a dusty second hand bookshop, but they actually have a
good collection of second hand vinyl. Mostly pop and rock from
the seventies and eighties, but there’s also a small selection of
very obscure punk and lots of spaced-out German elektronica.

CHEAP SOUVENIRS

(Tue to Sat) Looking for a record of Belgian
evergreens? Want to buy an original beerglass for fifty cent?
Take home some original old-style Belgian collector’s pictures
(€ 0,05)? In DE_KRINGWINKEL you'll find all the Belgian
kitsch you don't need, at very affordable prices.

JERUSALEM & LACE

(Mon to Sat / 10:00 to 17:00 / € 3 / € 2 for
students) This one doesn't quite look like the others, does
it? Indeed, the JERUSALEM CHURCH is probably a copy
of the (now destroyed) Church of the Holy Sepulchre in
Jerusalem, including a version of Jesus’ grave. By building it,
a fifteenth-century merchant wanted to secure his place in
heaven, so the family grave is here as well, just to be sure.
The gloomy atmosphere makes the church worth a visit
today, and with the same ticket you can get a quick look in
the LACE MUSEUM next door. You might see old ladies AND
young girls making lace here between 14:00 and 17:00 (it's
hip again to make it the slow way). If you think the lace here
is expensive: know that a small piece of lace that costs € 10,
takes 10 hours to make, Modern slavery? They call it a hobby.

OLD STYLE MUSEUM

(Tue to Sun / 9:30 till 17:00 / € 1 under 26 / € 2)
Turn around and enjoy the magnificent view on & for
a minute. Then enter VOLKSKUNDE for a real old-style
museum experience. Here you can see how our great-
grandparents used to live. There's a hatshop, a pipe-room,
a pharmacist and a tailor. On Thursday the candymakers
are at work and the whole place smells of aniseed. But most
importantly: there’s an old style bar where you can end your
visit (€ 1,25 for a beer). Don't worry: the beer's not old.

OLDEST BAR IN BRUGES

(Wed to Sun / Lunch and early dinner) Yes folks,
the oldest bar in Bruges. CAFE VLISSINGHE has been
around since 1515, as you can tell from the bar's history
that's on the walls. During summer, you can play jeu de
boules next to the terrace. During winter you can warm up
with fresh soup with bread (€ 3,50) or ‘witloof met hesp’
(Belgian endive rolled in ham), a Belgian classic (€ 9).

FLEMISH CUISINE

(Mon to Sat / Lunch) This place used to be a fancy
three-star restaurant. You could easily pay € 100 here for a
meal. Now it has changed into a social project where people
who normally can't afford it, can also go to a restaurant for
once. Sounds like you? PAS PARTOUT serves real Belgian
kitchen like

ies” you see in all the tourist restaurants. € 7,85
for the daily special / € 10 for stoverij (beef stewed in beer).

PANORAMA

On a sunny day, climb the hill w0 the SINT-
ANSHUIS-MILL for the panorama. In the surrounding
gardens, you might see arrows flying up. Don't worry, the
archers aren't aiming at you, but at the long pole called
‘staande wip'. It's an old folklore thing, practised here for 600
years already. Shooting the wip is not for us: the membership
costs a lot of money and you have to be invited by two
other club members, On Sunday morning, go to CAFE DE
WINDMOLEN aon the corner to have a beer with the card-
players. Very Belgian!




